The George-Anne by unknown
Georgia Southern University 
Digital Commons@Georgia Southern 
The George-Anne Student Media 
2-13-2020 
The George-Anne 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/george-anne 
Recommended Citation 
"The George-Anne" (2020). The George-Anne. 3292. 
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/george-anne/3292 
This newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Media at Digital Commons@Georgia 
Southern. It has been accepted for inclusion in The George-Anne by an authorized administrator of Digital 
Commons@Georgia Southern. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu. 
THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY 13 ,  2020          GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY              VOLUME 94 ,  ISSUE  19
thegeorgeanne gamediagroup thegeorgeanne.com
STATESBORO EDITION
Valentine’s 
Cards
Page 4
Georgia Southern 
involved in 
lawsuit against 
the state of 
Georgia
Page 5
Quarterbacks
The rise of black quarterbacks has 
been a long time coming
Page 7
OPINION
bulloch county school threats
Two teens arrested after separate 
threats at two schools
Page 5
NEWS
THE NEW MISS GS
Southern Ambassador wins Miss 
Georgia Southern competition
Page 5
NEWS
PHOTO: EMPIRE FILES
PHOTO: GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
Fr o nt p a g e d e si g n e d b y K a yl a HillP a g e d e si g n e d b y L a ur y n T err y
C a m p u s Lif e
2 2-13-20
S at ur d a yFri d a yT h ur s d a y S u n d a y
7 6 �/ 4 6� 6 0 �/ 3 3� 5 8 �/ 3 9� 6 2 �/ 4 6�
E VE NTS A R O U N D 
C A MP US 
F e b. 1 5
F e b. 1 8
F e b. 1 4
E VE NTS A R O U N D 
STATES B O R O
F e b. 1 7
F e b. 1 8 Mr. G e or gi a S o ut h er n I nf o S e s si o n@ 6: 0 0 p m  R u s s ell U ni o n 2 0 8 4
A p pli c ati o n Cl o s e s: O n t h e 2 4t h at 5: 0 0 p m
D o y o u h a v e w h at it t a k e s t o b e t h e N e xt Mr. 
G e or gi a S o ut h er n ? T h e wi n n er r e pr e s e nt s 
t h e st u d e nt b o d y a n d att e n d s tr a diti o n al a n d 
c o m m u nit y e v e nt s b ot h o n a n d off- c a m p u s. 
F e b. 2 7
F e b. 1 4
Or g S p e e d D ati n g
R e gi str ati o n N O W O P E N!
@ 6: 0 0 p m R u s s ell U ni o n B allr o o m
Or g a ni z ati o n s will b e a bl e t o n et w or k a n d l e ar n 
fr o m ot h er st u d e nt or g a ni z ati o n s d uri n g t hi s e v e nt! 
Li g ht r efr e s h m e nt s will b e s er v e d. 
U P B DI N N E R A N D A M O VI E | 
Q U E E N & S LI M
@ 7: 0 0 p m  R u s s ell U ni o n T h e atr e
C o m e e nj o y a s p e ci al V al e nti n e s d a y di n n er a n d 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
s er v e b a si s a n d will b e pr o vi d e d b y H oli d a y’ s 
Pi z z a. M e al i s fr e e t o G e or gi a S o ut h er n st u d e nt s. 
F e b. 1 9 U P B M O VI E | Z O M BI E L A N D: D O U B L E T A P@ 6: 0 0 & 8: 0 0 p mR u s s ell U ni o n T h e atr e
J oi n U P B St at e s b or o f or t w o s h o wi n g s of 
Z o m bi el a n d. T hi s e v e nt i s fr e e a n d o p e n t o t h e 
p u bli c. St u d e nt s, pl e a s e bri n g y o ur E a gl e I D. 
C o n c e s si o n s will b e a v ail a bl e f or p ur c h a s e. 
C a s h o nl y! 
F R A N K & E L L A:                       
A N E V E NI N G T O R E M E M B E R
@ 7: 3 0 p m – 9: 3 0 p m
A v eritt C e nt er f or t h e Art s, 3 3 E M ai n St, St at e s b or o, G A 
3 0 4 5 8
T hi s e v e ni n g c el e br at e s t h e li v e s of Fr a n k Si n atr a a n d 
Ell a Fit z g er al d, t w o p o w er h o u s e s. It i s a pl e a s ur e t o h o n or 
t h e m wit h t w o of S a v a n n a h’� � � � � � � � �
LI V E M U SI C A T G N A T’ S L A N DI N G
@ 7 p m – 9 p m
G n at’ s L a n di n g, 4 7 0 S M ai n St, St at e s b or o, G A 3 0 4 5 8
L A DI E S NI G H T                   
A T M E L L O W M U S H R O O M
@ 4 p m – 1 1 p m
M ell o w M u s hr o o m, 1 0 9 8 B er m u d a R u n # 1, St at e s b or o, 
G A 3 0 4 5 8, U S A 
O h, y e s, it’ s L a di e s’ Ni g ht, a n d t h e f e eli n g’ s ri g ht!
Dri n k s p e ci al s a n d a F R E E Br u s c h ett a!
Bri n g t h e g al s a n d l et’ s g et M ell o w.
O P E N MI C NI G H T A T L O C O’ S
@ 9 p m – 1 1 p m
L o c o s Grill & P u b, Bri ar w o o d R o a d, St at e s b or o, G A,
T a k e t o t h e st a g e a n d pr e s e nt y o ur m u si c al a ct t o t h e 
w orl d. Or sit b a c k a n d e nj o y t h e t al e nt s of y o ur n ei g h b or s.
T o All B o ys I L o v e d 
B ef or e 2
N e v er B e e n Ki s s e d 
L o v e & B a s k et b all
Al w a ys B e M y M a y b e
L o v e Si m o n
Pri n c e s s Bri d e  
Cr a z y Ri c h A si a n s
Pr ett y W o m a n
C h a mpio n 
Fill o ut t h e br a c k et t o d et er mi n e t h e b e st 
m o vi e t o w at c h o n V al e nti n e’ s D a y.
P o st y o ur r e s ult s a n d t a g @ G A _ VI S U A L S 
o n T witt er, or p o st o n y o ur I n st a gr a m st or y 
a n d t a g @ g a m e di a gr o u p.
V A L E N TI N E’ S D A Y 
M O VI E S H O W D O W N 
Y O U C A N A D V E R TI S E 
I N T H E G E O R G E- A N N E 
F O R A S LI T T L E A S $ 7
N e e d t o s u bl e a s e ? W a nt t o s ell y o u r 
bi c y cl e ?  W a nt  t o  a v oi d  t h e  t r oll s  
a n d s c a m a rti st s o n t h e h u g e o nli n e 
li sti n g s ?
B u yi n g a cl a s si fi e d a d i s c h e a p a n d 
e a s y.
    ■  G o t o t h e g e o r g e a n n e. c o m.
    ■  Cli c k t h e “ Cl a s si fi e d s ” li n k. 
    ■  Cli c k “ P ri nt ” i n t h e o r a n g e 
         “ P o st Cl a s si fi e d s ” b o x.
F oll o w  t h e  i n st r u cti o n s.  Writ e  
y o u r  a d,  c h o o s e  w h e n  it  will  b e  
p u bli s h e d a n d p a y wit h y o u r c r e dit 
c a r d.
H o w m u c h will $ 7 b u y ?   U p  t o  3 0 
w o r d s. F o r e x a m pl e:
S u bl e a s e  a v ail a bl e  i n  X Y Z  
A p a rt m e nt s.  $ 7 5 0.  Q ui et 
r o o m m at e s.  I’ll  p a y  fi r st 
m o nt h.  C o nt a ct  A B C D E F @
g e o r gi a s o ut h e r n. e d u f r o m y o u r 
G S U a c c o u nt.
T h e bi g X Y Z F e sti v al i s c o mi n g 
u p  1- 3  p. m.  A p ril  X X  at  t h e 
R u s s ell U ni o n R ot u n d a! G a m e s, 
f o o d  a n d  p ri z e s.  L e a r n  a b o ut 
e x citi n g  o p p o rt u niti e s  wit h 
O r g a ni z ati o n A B C.
Al s o  a v ail a bl e:   O nli n e  cl a s si fi e d s. 
1 5  d a y s  f o r  $ 2 5.  S a m e  i n st r u cti o n s 
a s  a b o v e,  e x c e pt  cli c k  “ O nli n e ”  o r 
“ B ot h ” i n t h e o r a n g e b o x.
A v oi di n g  tr oll s  a n d  s c a m  arti st s:  
If  y o u  s e e k  r e s p o n s e s,  y o u  a r e 
st r o n gl y  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  u s e  y o u r  
G e o r gi a  S o ut h e r n  e m ail  a d d r e s s 
a n d r e q ui r e r e s p o n d e nt s t o c o nt a ct 
y o u f r o m a G e o r gi a S o ut h e r n e m ail 
a d d r e s s.  N o n- G S U  a d v e rti s e r s 
a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  u s e  a  b u si n e s s  
o r  ot h e r  p u bli c  e m ail  a d d r e s s 
o r  p h o n e  n u m b e r,  n ot  p e r s o n al 
a c c o u nt s o r p h o n e s.
C L A S SI FI E D S
J O B S
S T R E E T T E A M J O B S: Wa nt t o m a k e 
s o m e s p e n di n g m o n e y? Ar e y o u a 
fri e n dl y p ers o n w h o c a n b e t h e f a c e of 
Th e G e or g e- A n n e a n d p ut t h e n e ws -
p a p er i n t h e h a n ds of st u d e nts e v er y 
Th urs d a y? 
E m ail dsi m ps o n @ g e or gi as o ut h er n. e d u 
t o g et d et ails a n d a li n k t o t h e q ui c k 
a p pli c ati o n. 
Page designed by Lauryn Terry
2-13-20 3
#SeenAtSouthern
Our  photographers went out on campus and snapped 
some photos depicting life at Georgia Southern. Come 
back every week or follow our Twitter, @GA_Visuals, to 
see if you have been spotted!
STATEMENT OF 
OPERATIONS
The George-Anne Statesboro Edition 
is the official student newspaper of 
the Statesboro campus of Georgia 
Southern University, operated by GS 
students using facilities provided by the 
university. The newspaper is the oldest 
continuously published newspaper in 
Bulloch County. 
The newspaper is published once 
weekly, on Thursdays, during most 
of the academic year. Any questions 
regarding content should be directed 
to the student editor email at gaeditor@
georgiasouthern.edu. 
ADVERTISING: Any advertising 
inquiries should be directed to ads1@
georgiasouthern.edu. The George-
Anne receives additional report in part 
from the Student Activities Budget 
Committee. For more information, 
rate cards, or sample publications, 
contact the advertising manager, 
ads1@georgiasouthern.edu, or student 
media director David Simpson. The 
advertiser is responsible for any errors 
in advertisements and its liability for 
adjustments is limited to the amount 
of space the error occupied in the 
ad. Further, the newspaper is not 
responsible for any damages caused 
due to an ad’s omission from a particular 
edition and its responsibility solely is to 
reschedule the ad in the next regular 
edition at the regular advertising rates. 
PUBLICATION INFORMATION: 
The newspaper is printed by The 
Statesboro Herald in Statesboro, Ga. 
NOTICE: One copy of The George-
Anne is free to each person. Multiple 
copies may be purchased for $1 each 
by contacting ads1@georgiasouthern.
edu. Unauthorized removal of 
multiple copies from a distribution site 
constitutes theft under Georgia law, a 
misdemeanor offense punishable by a 
fine and/or jail time. 
CORRECTIONS: Contact the editor 
at gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu for 
corrections and errors. 
THE GEORGE-ANNE MEDIA 
GROUP: The George-Anne Media 
Group is made up of print and digital 
publications within the Office of Student 
Media. These publications have been 
designated a public forum for student 
expression by Georgia Southern 
University. Student executives in charge 
of each outlet are authorized to publish 
or decline to publish in any medium 
content of all kinds without prior 
review by any employee of Georgia 
Southern University. The publisher of 
all George-Anne Media Group outlets 
is the Student Media Executive Board, 
comprised of the editors-in-chief and 
division managers listed below. 
The George-Anne Statesboro Edition 
weekly newspaper is assembled by 
The George-Anne Creative Division 
from content provided by all digital 
outlets listed below, with additional 
content and writing by The George-
Anne Division. 
All George-Anne Media Group 
outlets are headquartered in the 
Williams Center. The Office of Student 
Media administrative office is located 
in Room 2016.
STAFF LIST
THE GEORGE-ANNE DIVISION
Editor-in-Chief Blakeley Bartee
News Managing Editor Sarah 
Smith
News Editor Alexis Hampton
Sports Managing Editor 
Amanda Arnold
Sports Editor Elijah Jackson
THE CREATIVE DIVISION 
Creative Editor-in-Chief 
Rebecca Hooper
Creative Managing Editor 
Morgan Carr
Project Design Editor Kayla Hill
Photo Editor Isis Mayfield
G-A Designers Lauryn Terry, Emilie 
Powell, Madison Terry, Daniel 
Castro
Marketing Manager Alexis 
Freeman
Business Manager Coy Kirkland
The Studio Editor-in-Chief 
Lawrence Algee
The Reflector Editor-in-Chief 
Noelle Walker
KRISTEN BALLARD/staff
STEP GSU hosted their annual 
Puppy Kisses booth in the 
Russell Union this week where 
students can donate money 
for a kiss from Spencer, one of 
the Southeastern Guide Dogs. 
Jennifer Willman, Leanna 
Idson, Ashlyn Melnyk tabled 
at the event. 
TAMARA TANKSLEY/staff
Aer their successful recital, Jake Maine and Aaron 
Whisenant store their instruments until next time. 
GRAPHIC: DALIS WORRELL
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Let me Lime Scoot 
into your heart 
this Valentine’s.
To:
From:
I last longer than a 
GS President’s term.
To:
From:
Let’s go to the 
RAC and weight 
‘til marriage.
To:
From:
Let’s Russell in the sheets tonight.
      To:
      From:
Are you a parking ticket? Because 
you’ve got FINE written all over 
you.
     To:
     From:
Did you know stealing my heart is 
ill-eagle?
To: 
From:
Let’s see you throw that ass in a 
Sweetheart Circle.
To: 
From:
You’re worth more to me than a 
textbook buyback.
To: 
From:
Are you Armstrong? Because I 
want you to take my name.
To: 
From:
I’ve already got the G and the S, 
now all I need is U.
To: 
From:
What do you say to your single 
friends on Valentines? Enjoy your 
Freedom...like the Eagle
To: 
From:
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BY ALEXIS HAMPTON 
AND SARAH SMITH
The George-Anne staff
STATESBORO — A female Southeast 
Bulloch High School 9th grade student was 
arrested after writing a threatening message on 
the bathroom wall Monday, and a female 7th 
grade student from Langston Chapel Middle 
School joined her.
“Gonna shoot up school on 2/12,” the threat 
at SEB read.
The 16-year-old SEB student was transported 
to Bulloch County Jail and charged with one 
count of terrorist threats, according to a press 
release from the Bulloch County Sheriff’s 
Office. SEB went on lockdown and was subject 
to a K9 search.
LCMS learned of a post on social media with 
a threat issued. While there is nothing on what 
the post specifically said, the 13-year-old from 
LCMS was arrested by the BCSO for conspiracy 
to commit a felony.
The middle school student’s reasoning for 
soliciting someone to issue the threat was that 
she didn’t want to go to school, according to a 
press release from the BCSO.
Statesboro High School has also faced two 
different terroristic threats in the past week. 
The Statesboro Police Department addressed 
the issues in a Facebook on Monday.
“We are working with the BOE and SHS 
Staff to ensure the safety and security of the 
students and staff at Statesboro High. We ask 
everyone to be patient and remain calm as we 
are investigating this incident as well as the 
incident from last week,” SPD wrote in a post.
All incidents are under investigation but 
have been deemed to be unrelated.
Blakeley Bartee contributed to this report.
BY SARAH SMITH
The George-Anne staff
STATESBORO — A dual major 
in mathematics and mechanical 
engineering, Sarah DeLoach was 
crowned Miss Georgia Southern 
University Saturday.
DeLoach has been a Southern 
Ambassador for four years. 
Southern Ambassadors give daily 
campus tours and work closely 
with the Office of Admissions.
“Through the process of 
learning more and more about 
Georgia Southern to be able 
to give tours, it is impossible 
not to fall head over heels for 
this University,” DeLoach said. 
“Each and every ambassador 
has the same passion for Georgia 
Southern, and being surrounded 
by sixty students with a true blue 
spirit have provided me with 
a special family at my second 
home.”
DeLoach is in her final year at 
GS, and in her on-stage question, 
she mentioned that this campus 
is like her home. This was 
DeLoach’s first time competing 
in the Miss GS pageant. While 
she has taken a bit of a victory lap 
in college due to her two majors, 
DeLoach never had the time to 
compete in Miss GS.
“It truly feels like a dream,” 
DeLoach said. “I’ll have two 
undergraduate degrees in 5.5 
years so it’s safe to say I love 
Georgia Southern ... It’s surreal 
that I’ll represent my favorite 
place on Earth during the last 
year.”
During the evening wear 
competition, contestants 
also spoke about their social 
impact statements. DeLoach’s 
personal platform is “A Heart 
for Mentoring: Helping Others 
Reach Their Full Potential.”
DeLoach shared that mentoring 
is her passion and something she 
enjoys daily while working as 
a dance instructor at Jennifer’s 
School of Dance in Glennville, 
Georgia.
“I’ve been immensely blessed 
to have the opportunity to use 
my gifts to mentor others,” 
DeLoach said. “I would love for 
so many other college students 
to be able to experience those 
same blessings. I want to leave 
an impact on Georgia Southern 
this year, and I would love to 
do that by creating something of 
a mentoring network between 
Georgia Southern and local 
Bulloch County schools. While 
I don’t know what that would 
look like yet, it would be a dream 
for Georgia Southern students of 
all majors to be able to use their 
interests to impact and encourage 
kids in our local schools.”
Not only did DeLoach win 
the Miss GS title, but she is the 
recipient of the evening wear and 
talent awards. DeLoach tapped 
to an upbeat song, “Sing” by 
Pentatonix, for the talent portion 
of the competition.
Among the other seven 
contestants, talents ranged from 
lyrical dance to vocal to speed 
painting to hand-written spoken 
words.
Hannah Conway, a junior 
writing and linguistics major 
from Cleveland, Tennessee, won 
first runner-up. Haley Johnson, 
a senior psychology major from 
Bloomingdale, Georgia, won 
second runner-up.
Miss Congeniality was 
awarded to Abbi Page, a 
sophomore early childhood 
education and special education 
major from Harlem, Georgia. This 
award is given to the friendliest 
contestant, voted on by the other 
contestants. Page also received 
the photogenic award, voted on 
by the public.
The people’s choice award 
went to Kameran Land, a 
senior kinesiology major from 
Brunswick, Georgia. Jars with 
the contestants’ names and 
pictures were placed outside the 
auditorium to collect money for 
Eagles for Eagles, a fundraiser for 
GS students in extreme financial 
hardship. The contestant with 
the most money raised won 
this award. Land raised $150 for 
Eagles for Eagles.
Southern Ambassador wins 
Miss Georgia Southern competition
Two more teens arrested 
for threats at Bulloch 
County schools
SHARON DELOACH
Sarah DeLoach won the title of Miss Georgia Southern University on Saturday. 
DeLoach is a mathematics and mechanical engineering double major.
Filmmaker prevented from speaking after refusing to sign contract
BY SARAH SMITH
The George-Anne staff
STATESBORO - The state of 
Georgia prevented Abby Martin, 
a documentary filmmaker and 
journalist, from speaking at a 
conference at Georgia Southern 
University this month, resulting in a 
lawsuit against the state.
The lawsuit stems from a Georgia 
law that was passed in 2016, 
requiring some people to sign 
an oath stating that they will not 
boycott the Israeli government, 
according to the Associated Press.
The journalist was scheduled to 
speak as a keynote speaker at GS on 
Feb. 28 for the International Critical 
Media Literacy Conference. After 
refusing to sign the contract, Martin 
was removed from speaking.
“I was being asked to contractually 
pledge loyalty to a foreign country,” 
Martin said. “How could I comply 
with this request?”
The law states that anyone that 
wants to contract services, worth 
more than $1,000, with the state of 
Georgia must sign an oath pledging 
that they will not boycott the Israeli 
government, according to Edward 
Ahmed Mitchell, executive director 
of the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations-Georgia.
“That oath applies whether 
you are a substitute teacher who 
wants to work for our public 
school system, whether you are a 
construction worker who wants to 
build something for our state, or 
whether you are a journalist who 
wants to speak at a state university,” 
Mitchell said per the Associated 
Press.
GS Spokesperson Jennfier Wise 
said that the event was canceled in 
September 2019. GS has yet to see 
the lawsuit as of Monday, according 
to GS Spokesperson John Lester per 
the Associated Press.
“My aim here is to overturn 
these laws that violated my rights, 
the rights of likely thousands of 
contractors and that violate the 
U.S. Constitution every single day,” 
Martin said in a YouTube video on 
Monday.
A B B Y  M A RT I N  VS .  STAT E  OF  G E ORG IA  
PHOTO: EMPIRE FILES
Abby Martin is suing the state of Georgia aer being removed as a keynote speaker at Georgia Southern University 
for not signing an oath to not boycott the Israeli govenment.
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GEORGIA SOUTHERN IN IRELAND
The university’s first international facility opens to promote international education
PHOTO: PATRICK BROWNE
Deputy Prime Minister of Ireland Simon Coveney cuts the ribbon to mark the opening of the new facility. Georgia Southern University 
opened its rst international facility in Ireland November 20, 2019. 
BY SAVANNAH SAVAGE-JOHNSON
The George-Anne Reflector staff
A group of men and women 
gathered under a beautiful Irish sky 
to cut the ribbon on Georgia Southern 
University’s Wexford learning center 
on Wednesday, Nov. 20. Deputy Prime 
Minister of Ireland Simon Coveney 
served as the ribbon-cutter for the 
event.
“That indicates, I think, that there 
was real support at the national 
government level for what we were 
doing,” said Director of the Center for 
Irish Research and Teaching Howard 
Keeley, Ph.D.
The ceremony took place in the mid-
afternoon. Once the ribbon cutting 
was completed, a ceremony took place 
inside the foyer of the extraordinary 
building.
Keeley said that this opportunity has 
come after a decade of engagement 
in southeastern Ireland. The contacts 
made by GS during this time helped 
spearhead this project and make the 
GS Wexford possible. He said that it is 
important to realize the GS Wexford is 
not simply a nice facility. It also offers 
students valuable opportunities and 
networks.
“It is a superior international 
professional network of, really, friends 
and colleagues. And I think that’s 
absolutely the critical dimension of 
this,” said Keeley.
The learning center was made 
possible by an $800,000 third-party 
investment, according to the Irish 
Georgia website.
The opening of the center addresses 
one of the strategic imperatives 
outlined by the University System 
of Georgia. One of the imperatives 
incorporates a fundamental action 
plan and internationalizing the 
student body.
“So as an institution, although we 
have always had a commitment to 
international education, and we need 
to be more focused on that, more 
programmatically focused on that, 
than we have been in the past,” Keeley 
said.
Keeley said he wanted to emphasize 
that the university is not abandoning 
the international programs and 
investments that have already been 
made. He said that the university, 
as a consolidated entity, is adding 
a substantial investment to the 
international learning.
Georgia’s Irish Roots
Choosing Wexford as the location 
for the learning center was not 
arbitrary. Keeley said that the choice 
was historically grounded. Savannah 
is considered the most Irish city in the 
Southeastern United States, hosting 
one of the largest St. Patrick’s Day 
parades in the world.
Years ago, a group of graduate and 
undergraduate students at GS began 
an archival project to try to understand 
the Irish history of Savannah more 
intimately. He said that one of the most 
significant discoveries made came 
to light on the 1860 federal census of 
Chatham County. The 1860 census 
showed that of the white population, 
or what would then have been called 
the “free” population, one in four 
people had been born in Ireland.
Keeley said that this highlights 
the fact that people in Savannah or 
Chatham County during this time 
who called themselves Irish were 
born in Ireland, rather than being Irish 
because their parents or grandparents 
had been born there.
Keeley added that the students 
found that this migration from Ireland, 
in large part, occurred about a decade 
before the census, so in the late-1840s 
and early 1850s.
“It happened because three shipping 
companies in a part of Ireland made 
a commercial decision to open up a 
route between southeastern Ireland 
and Savannah, which ran in the 
winter, starting in 1845,” said Keeley.
The route ran until 1856.
“In a way by opening a facility in 
Wexford, Ireland, we are circling back 
170 years later,” Keeley said. “So 170 
years ago, hundreds and hundreds of 
people from Wexford, Ireland, were 
coming to Savannah.”
He said they hope now that hundreds 
or even, eventually, thousands or GS 
students will be traveling to Wexford.
Economic Significance
Dave Legasse, chairman of the 
Georgia Grown Commission and 
former chairman of Visit Savannah 
said that the partnership in Ireland is 
multifaceted.
“It has the impact of creating 
an economic partnership,” said 
Legasse. “I think that it has a lot to 
do with tourism, the development of 
economics, the sharing of education 
and also culture.”
Legasse said that Savannah has a 
rich Irish heritage that dates back to 
1733 when Irish people first came to 
Georgia with James Oglethorpe. In 
this respect, Georgia’s partnership 
with Ireland has been in place for over 
200 years.
Keeley said that Ireland is an ideal 
location for the new learning center 
because it is the only English speaking 
nation in the European Union.
“The European Union is the 
largest single economic unit in the 
world,” said Keeley. “So, GS is all 
about economic development. We’re 
trying to make our students more 
economically viable and we’re trying 
to make the state of Georgia more 
economically viable.”
Ireland was the fourth fastest 
growing source of foreign direct 
investment (FDI) in the U.S. in 2018, 
according to SelectUSA.
“It’s a great place for our students to 
study abroad,” said Keeley. “So we’re 
really confident about the choice of 
Ireland and in building this next 
frontier for GS.”
The new learning center is also 
important on a regional scale. World 
Trade Center Savannah partners 
with Wexford County council and 
has a formal economic development 
partnership and program. The 
company led its first mission in 
Wexford in 2016.
“We work to help Irish companies 
from that region grow into the United 
States and then we hope that our 
regional companies can grow into 
Ireland and the European Union 
through Wexford,” said Jessie Jenkins, 
manager of research and trade 
development for World Trade Center 
Savannah.
Jenkins said that having a new 
campus and GS’ presence in Wexford 
is one more tool in the toolbox for all of 
their companies both here and abroad.
“A lot of economic development is 
all about relationships,” said Jenkins. 
“Of course, facts and education are 
the cornerstones for a project coming 
to life.”
She said that working in a 
partnership with GS is important to 
World Trade Center Savannah and 
that education, including higher 
education, is crucial to economic 
development.
“As long as we are working with 
companies and getting to know 
what they need from a workforce 
perspective, we have to have that 
really good relationship with higher 
education, so that they’re creating the 
workforce of the future that will attract 
the next big project,” said Jenkins.
She said that having an international 
campus will help realize that goal.
“A success for GS is a success that 
we want to celebrate right along with 
everyone,” Jenkins said.
The educational opportunities that 
come with this development cannot 
be understated. Keeley said that the 
university is in advanced negotiations 
regarding an initial, high value, 
student internship opportunity. 
“It’s a regional partnership,” said 
Keeley. “It’s Georgia Southern holding 
hands with economic development 
agencies.”
Keeley said that the Center for Irish 
Research and Teaching, as well as their 
partners in the Savannah economic 
community and in Ireland have 
received a €309,000 grant to bring their 
economic development initiative, 
called the Wexford-Savannah Trade 
Bridge Project, forward. The grant 
came from an entity called Enterprise 
Ireland, which is an Irish Government 
economic development agency.
“Georgia Southern, we are very 
much focused on the dynamic 
between education and economic 
development, particularly regional 
economic development,” said Keeley 
“So, we’ve made great progress here 
and that’s why we got the grant 
because we were able to demonstrate 
that we’re delivering.”
Keeley said that he hopes to have 
a group of students study at Georgia 
Southern Wexford during the spring 
for a short term and then have a group 
or groups of students study over the 
summer for a longer term.
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BY ELIJAH JACKSON
The George-Anne staff
With the end of the Super Bowl, 
and Patrick Mahomes being named 
the Super Bowl MVP after leading the 
Chiefs to their first NFL championship 
since 1970, it truly put a stamp on a 
NFL season that was historic for black 
quarterbacks which showed that the 
rise of the black QBs had been a long 
time coming.
As an African-American male myself, 
I have been a fan of the NFL all my 
life. Growing up, Michael Vick, Steve 
McNair and Donavan McNabb were 
the only successful black quarterbacks 
in the league.
But while those guys were all 
good in the prime of their careers, 
stereotypes in the NFL prevented them 
from having good lengthy careers.
The stereotypes start in college and 
come to a full circle during the NFL 
draft process.
Stereotyping in the NFL Draft 
has always been a thing that has 
negatively impacted black QBs in the 
sports media. For example, Dante 
Culpepper and Tee Martin who 
were both black quarterbacks were 
described more as “physical specimen” 
and “impressive specimen” while 
the white quarterbacks are usually 
described as “good signal callers” and 
“real students of the game.”
Why weren’t Culpepper or Martin 
described as good signal callers or 
students of the game? Culpepper was 
drafted in the 1999 NFL draft in the 
first round as the 11th pick. In college, 
he had 11,412 yards and 84 TDs, while 
also having over 1,000 rushing yards. 
He went on to become a three time 
Pro-Bowl player while setting the 
then single record for most total yards 
produced by a QB in a season in 2004 
with 5,123.
Martin led the Tennessee Volunteers 
to a 1998 National Championship. If 
those aren’t students of the game or 
good signal callers, then I don’t know 
what one is.
Nowadays, when it comes to scouting 
reports black QBs are still treated with 
the same typical stereotypes that they 
used back in the day. The difference 
is that now they have the audacity to 
tell the players that they aren’t good 
enough to play QB in the NFL and that 
they should switch positions.
My favorite example of this is when 
Lamar Jackson was coming out of 
college for the 2018 NFL Draft. Former 
NFL General Manager and Pro Football 
Hall of Famer Bill Polian said on a radio 
show that Jackson should switch to 
wide receiver because “the accuracy 
isn’t there” and that Jackson is “short” 
and “slight”. 
The audacity to say that about a guy 
who won the Heisman Trophy, and 
about the same guy who broke countless 
records at Louisville is unspeakable. 
This was only said due to the color of 
his skin.
Michael Vick once said, “A lot of us 
aren’t viewed as passers, we’re viewed 
as athletes. I think it’s unfair and 
unfortunate.”
In my opinion this stereotype is dumb 
because we have seen countless guys be 
signed or drafted over black QBs who 
were worse passers than the black QBs.
I feel that if teams would stop using 
the stereotypes against the black QBs 
and actually use those stereotypes 
to help the black QBs succeed, there 
would be a lot more black starting QBs.
This was the case for Lamar Jackson.
The Ravens went from a passing 
offense to a run first offense while 
taking advantage of Lamar’s strengths 
to make his weakness look transparent.
Polian hasn’t said a peep since Lamar 
has gone on to shock the world after 
setting the season record for rushing 
yards in a season by a QB with 1,206 
and winning the NFL MVP in his 
second year while being the second-
ever unanimous selection for the award.
Lamar became the fourth African 
American QB to win the MVP award 
joining Mahomes, Newton and McNair.
Out of the 12 teams in the playoffs 
this year, four of those teams were led 
by a black QB.
Mahomes, Deshaun Watson, Russell 
Wilson, Jackson, Kyler Murray and 
Cam Newton are all modern black 
starting QBs who have broken the 
mold and have performed beyond the 
expectations set for them. 
I hope that with this season and 
postseason in the history books, the 
NFL will stop putting all of the usual 
stereotypes onto black QBs and give 
them more chances as starters in the 
league.
There are plenty of black QBs that if 
given the chance, can be just as good at 
the next guy.
BY AMANDA ARNOLD
The George-Anne staff
The Georgia Southern women’s 
basketball team snapped their three game 
losing streak with a huge victory against 
Arkansas State at home on Saturday, 
winning 80-67 during the annual Pack the 
House in Pink game.
Freshman guard Jaiden Hamilton had 
the best game of her young college career 
with 25 points and nine rebounds. Junior 
guard Tatum Barber contributed 14 points 
and senior Alexis Brown led the team on 
defense with 11 rebounds, but was held to 
eight points.
Hamilton wasn’t expecting such a record 
performance for herself before the game. 
She and Head Coach Anita Howard had 
a lengthy film session yesterday and, as a 
pair, concluded that she is more successful 
on offense when she rebounds.
“I feel good,” Hamilton said. “My 
mindset coming into the game was to 
rebound...and share the ball...This game, I 
had to read a lot of defense so I see I’m kind 
of good at that, so I’ll take that into the next 
game and into the rest of the season.”
GS led for just about the entire game, 
and just when it would be considered a 
blowout, the RedWolves slowly but surely 
narrowed the deficit down to eight at one 
point in the fourth quarter thanks to a 
run from Jireh Washington. Strong Eagle 
defense stopped their comeback attempt, 
as only two Arkansas State players could 
score in the period.
“I wasn’t pleased with our fourth 
quarter,” Howard said. “Luckily, we were 
up pretty big so we could make mistakes 
and still come up with a win...It’s making 
sure we start early, and now we gotta work 
on finishing early.”
GS outscored the Red Wolves 23-11 in 
the third slot and was able to build their 
largest lead of the game at 26. They sealed 
their seventh win of the season by shooting 
60% from the floor during this time, and 
slowed down Washington from State.
In the second quarter, GS began to force 
fouls and build their lead. They found their 
way to the free throw line on three separate 
occasions and made it a point to start 
grabbing rebounds. GS capitalized off of 
the Red Wolves’ mistakes and Hailey Dias-
Allen and Jaiden Hamilton each went into 
the half with nine points to lead the team.
In the first quarter, GS immediately fell 
behind after several missed three pointers. 
Eventually, the Eagles started going 
straight to the hole and found success. 
Jaiden Hamilton broke the GS scoring 
drought and got the Eagles on the board. 
At the end of the quarter, GS led by three 
scores and competition was stiff.
Turnovers have continued to be a 
problem for the team, as they accumulated 
eight in the first 23 minutes of play alone. 
After a media timeout midway through 
the second quarter, the team seemed more 
in control.
“We just had a funky kind of moment,” 
Howard said about the statistic. “We 
talked about valuing possession, and 
so I challenged them to take care of the 
basketball. I thought we were trying to 
play too loose and we were just throwing 
the ball away...It’s a challenge we have to 
deal with.”
The team hopes to continue adding 
more W’s to the conference schedule when 
they play next week on the road in a pair of 
games in the Pelican State. They will first 
take on ULM on Thursday and Louisiana 
on Saturday. Both games can be viewed on 
ESPN+.
Jaiden Hamilton’s career high performance leads 
Eagles to snap losing streak against Arkansas State
Opinion: The rise of black quarterbacks 
has been a long time coming
AJ HENDERSON/staff
Jaiden Hamilton is a freshman from Augusta, GA. She has two state championships 
under her belt from high school and recently earned a scholarship on the GS women’s 
basketball team.
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AHEAD
ALREADY
ALSO
ANNOUNCE
ARMOR
BADGE
BANK
BARN
BEER
BLANK
BOARD
BONY
BUSY
CANDLE
CLAM
CONTINUOUSLY
DARK
DAWN
DESIRED
DRILL
EAGER
EDGE
EVER
EYES
FROG
FALL
FURNISH
GEAR
GUEST
HADNT
HURRIED
ISNT
LACE
LAWN
LESS
LIKE
LOAF
LOAN
LONE
MIXING
NAIL
NAVY
NEST
ONES
OWNS
PARTICULARLY
PEDAL
PERMANENTLY
PICKED
POET
POOR
PORT
PREPARES
PULP
QUACK
QUARRELED
QUIZ
RANK
REINS
RELATIONS
RENTED
ROOT
RUIN
SCORES
SEND
SHOW
SIGH
SINK
SOFA
SOFT
SOLD
SOLO
SOUL
SPENT
STALL
STUFF
SURE
SWEETER
TAME
TEASE
TELL
TENT
THORN
TOES
TRIAL
UNABLE
USED
USUAL
VINE
YEAR
YOYOS
ZONE
LEVEL: MEDIUM
LEVEL: DIFFICULT
